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Publications of interest / Publications intéressantes 

 

M. Cherif BASSIOUNI, Crimes Against Humanity: Historical Evolution and 

Contemporary Application, Cambridge, 2012, 884 pp., ISBN 9781107001152, £ 110 (HB), 

http://www.cambridge.org/be/knowledge/isbn/item5962634/Crimes%20Against%20

Humanity/?site_locale=nl_BE 

 

Abdelwahab BIAD & Paul TAVERNIER (eds.), Le  droit international humanitaire face 

aux défis du XXIe siècle, Bruylant, 2012, 325 pp., ISBN 9782802735564, € 105 (PB), 

http://fr.bruylant.be/titres/126742_1/le-droit-international-humanitaire-face-aux-

defis-du-xxie-siecle.html 

 

Grant DAWSON & Sonia FARBER, Forcible Displacement Throughout the Ages Towards 

an International Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Forcible 

Displacement, Martinus Nijhoff, 2012, 198 pp., ISBN 9789004220546, $ 158/ € 115 (HB), 

http://www.brill.nl/forcible-displacement-throughout-ages  

 

Heather Harrison DINNISS, Cyber Warfare and the Laws of War, Cambridge, 2012, 358 

pp., ISBN 9781107011083, £ 65 (HB),  

http://www.cambridge.org/be/knowledge/isbn/item6704718/Cyber%20Warfare%20a

nd%20the%20Laws%20of%20War/?site_locale=nl_BE 

 

Hubert FABRE, L’usage de la force dans l’espace : réglementation et prévention d’une guerre 

en orbite, Bruylant, 2012, 376 pp., ISBN 9782802737018, € 89 (PB), 

http://fr.bruylant.be/titres/126787_1/l-usage-de-la-force-dans-l-espace-

reglementation-et-prevention-d-une-guerre-en-orbite.html 

 

Eugene R. Fidell, Elizabeth L. Hillman & Dwight H. Sullivan, Military Justice Case and 

Materials, LexisNexis, Second edition 2012, 1327 pp., ISBN 9781422498613, $ 166 (HB), 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/store/catalog/booktemplate/productdetail.jsp?pageName

=relatedProducts&skuId=SKU66450&catId=121&prodId=66450 
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Mary Ellen O’CONNELL (ed.), What is War? An Investigation in the Wake of 9/11, 

Martinus Nijhoff, 2012, 496 pp., ISBN 9789004172340, $ 253/ € 185 (HB), 

http://www.brill.nl/what-war 

 

Delphine RESTEIGNE, Le militaire en opérations multinationales : regards croisés en 

Afghanistan, en Bosnie, au Liban, Bruylant, 2011, 292 pp., ISBN 9782802730507, € 85 

(PB),  

http://fr.bruylant.be/titres/126517_2/le-militaire-en-operations-multinationales.html 

 

Luc REYDAMS, Jan WOUTERS & Cedric RYNGAERT (eds.), International 

Prosecutors, Oxford University Press, 2012, 1032 pp., ISBN 9780199554294, £ 110 (HB),  

http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780199554294.do#.UBfHWmFo1YA 

 

Michael N. SCHMITT & Wolff Heintschel VON HEINEGG (eds.), The Scope and 

Applicability of International Humanitarian Law, Ashgate, 2012, 534 pp., 

ISBN 9780754629337, £ 160 (HB), 

http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&pageSubject=318&title

_id=9494&edition_id=12903 

 

Michael N. SCHMITT & Wolff Heintschel VON HEINEGG (eds.), Detention and 

Occupation in International Humanitarian Law, Ashgate, 2012, 574 pp., 

ISBN 9780754629375, £ 160 (HB),  

http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&pageSubject=318&title

_id=9498&edition_id=12905 

 

Michael N. SCHMITT & Wolff Heintschel VON HEINEGG (eds.), The Conduct of 

Hostilities in International Humanitarian Law, Volume I, Ashgate, 2012, 562 pp., ISBN 

9780754629351, £ 160 (HB), 

http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&pageSubject=318&title

_id=9496&edition_id=12904 

 

Michael N. SCHMITT & Wolff Heintschel VON HEINEGG (eds.), The Conduct of 

Hostilities in International Humanitarian Law, Volume II, Ashgate, 2012, 600 pp., ISBN 

9780754629368, £ 160 (HB), 

http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&pageSubject=318&title

_id=9497&edition_id=12926 

 

Yuki TANAKA, Tim McCORMACK & Gerry SIMPSON (eds.), Beyond Victor's 

Justice? The Tokyo War Crimes Trial Revisited, Martinus Nijhoff, 2011, 420 pp., ISBN 

9789004203037, $ 192/ € 135 (HB), http://www.brill.nl/beyond-victors-justice-tokyo-

war-crimes-trial-revisited  

 

                                                                                     (Adélaïde Kanyange and Marike Lefevre) 
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Call for papers for the Lieber Society Richard R. Baxter Military writing prize 

 

Since 2007, the Lieber Society on the Law of Armed Conflict, an Interest Group of the 

American Society of International Law, has, through its Lieber Society Military Prize, 

annually recognized a paper that significantly enhances the understanding and 

implementation of the law of war.  The prize is given for exceptional writing in 

English by an active member of the regular or reserve armed forces, regardless of 

nationality. 

 

The Prize. The winner will receive a certificate confirming that he or she has won the 

2013 Lieber Society Richard R. Baxter Military Prize, $500.00, and a one-year 

membership to the American Society of International Law (ASIL). The judges may 

also select additional persons to receive Lieber Society Richard R. Baxter Military 

Prize Certificates of Merit. 

 

Request for Assistance. Any person receiving this Call for Papers who is aware of 

exceptional writing that meets the qualifications of this competition is requested to 

nominate the paper directly to the Lieber Society and forward this Call to the author 

of that paper. 

 

Definition of the Law of War. For this competition, the Law of War is that part of 

international law that regulates the conduct of armed hostilities. Papers may address 

any aspect of the law of war, including, but not limited to the use of force in 

international law; the conduct of hostilities during international and non-

international armed conflicts; protected persons and protected objects; the law of 

weapons; rules of engagement; treatment of detainees, to include interrogation 

procedures; and occupation law. Papers addressing practical problems confronting 

members of armed forces are preferred. 

 

Qualifications for entering the competition. Persons submitting papers do not have 

to be ASIL members. They may be citizens of any nation, but they must be an active 

member of a nation’s regular or reserve armed forces.  

 

Papers that may be entered. Papers submitted in this competition must be in English 

(or translated into English if written in another language) and not more than 35 

pages long if printed with single line spacing or 70 pages if written with double line 



spacing, including footnotes. Both papers that have been published and papers that 

have not been published will be considered for the Prize.    

 

Required Contact Data. All submissions must contain the following data on the 

author of the paper: full name and military rank or rating, current postal and e-mail 

addresses, current telephone and fax numbers. If a person other than the author is 

making the submission, it must also contain the above data for the person submitting 

the paper. 

 

Deadline for submitting papers. Papers for the 2013 competition must be received 

no later than Saturday, December 31, 2012. 

 

Use of email to submit papers. Electronic submissions in Adobe format (.pdf) or 

Microsoft Word (.doc) are preferred. They should be sent to Lieber Military Prize 

Coordinator Eric Talbot Jensen at jensene@law.byu.edu.  

 

Use of the postal system to submit papers. Submissions by postal mail should be 

sent to: 

 

Eric Talbot Jensen 

540 JRCB 

Brigham Young University 

Provo, UT  84602 

 

Acknowledgement of submissions. All submissions will be acknowledged by e-

mail. 

 

Announcement of winner. The winner and any persons receiving Certificates of 

Merit will be announced at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

International Law in Washington, DC, April 3-6, 2013. 

 

(The Lieber Society) 

 

 

 

 

 



Call for papers for the 7th European Symposium on Non-Lethal Weapons  

 

The European Working Group Non-Lethal Weapons organises its 7th European 

Symposium on Non-Lethal Weapons on 3-5 June 2013 in Ettlingen (Germany).  The 

symposium will examine how fielded non-lethal technologies have performed in real 

operational environments. 

 

For more information see inter alia 

http://www.ict.fraunhofer.de/content/dam/ict/de/documents/veranst_mess/NLW_Ca

llforPapers_2013.pdf 

 

Contributions to the Symposium can be made as oral presentations (presentation 

time 25 minutes including discussion) or poster presentations. If you are interested, 

please submit an abstract not exceeding 300 words together with the exact title and 

name(s) of the author(s). Authors are requested to supply up to five keywords below 

the abstract, and to send the abstract to conference@ict.fraunhoner.de and to the 

national point of contact (see the list on the website) 

 

The papers will be published in the Symposium Proceedings, which will appear at 

the beginning of the event. Guidelines on how to prepare the text will be sent to the 

authors.  

 

Deadlines 

Closing date for abstracts   Oct. 05, 2012 

Reply to authors                  Nov./Dec. 2012 

Full papers                           March 22, 2013 

 

Upcoming conferences, seminars, etc. / Annonces de conférences, séminaires, etc. 

 

The College of Europe and the International Committee of the Red Cross are 

organizing their annual Bruges Colloquium on International Humanitarian Law on 

18-19 October 2012. This year’s theme will be the “Scope of Application of 

International Humanitarian Law”. For more information and the provisional 

program see: http://www.coe-icrc.eu/ 

 

The Ministry of Defence of Albania will host the 2012 NATO Legal Conference for 

legal personnel from NATO, Ministries of Defence and Foreign Affairs of NATO and 
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Partner Nations and selected partner organizations. The conference will take place in 

Tirana, Albania, from 24-28 September 2012. The theme of this year’s NATO Legal 

Conference is “Cooperating with NATO”. For more information please contact 

Sherrod.bumgardner@shape.nato.int. 

 

The NATO School in co-operation with The International Institute of Higher 

Studies in Criminal Sciences (ISISC) is organizing the Shari’a Law and Military 

Operations Seminar. This seminar will take place from 19 to 23 November 2012 in 

Siracusa, Italy.  Registration deadline: 28 October 2012. 

For more information see:  https://www.natoschool.nato.int/conferences.asp 

 

The NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence, the NATO School 

and the U.S. Naval War College are organizing an International Law of Cyber 

Operations Seminar. This seminar will take place from 10 to 14 December 2012 at the 

NATO School, Oberammergau (Germany). Registration deadline: 9 November 2012. 

For more information see: https://www.natoschool.nato.int/conferences.asp 

 

Developments / Développements 

 

ICC sentenced Lubanga to fourteen years of imprisonment  

 

On 14 March 2012, Mr Lubanga Dyilo was convicted by the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) of committing war crimes in the period between September 2002 and 

August 2003 in the Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The crimes, 

consisting of conscripting and enlisting children under the age of fifteen into the 

Force Patriotique pour la Liberation du Congo (FPLC) and using them to participate 

in hostilities in the context of an armed conflict not of an international character were 

attributable to Mr. Lubanga who was the supreme commander of the FPLC at that 

time. 

 

According to Article 77(1) of the Statute and Rule 145(3) of the Rules of procedure of 

the ICC, the Chamber could have imposed a sentence of thirty years imprisonment 

on Mr Lubanga such as the prosecution had asked for. However, on 10 July 2012, 

Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court sentenced Thomas Lubanga 

Dyilo to a total period of 14 years of imprisonment, ordering that the time he spent in 

the ICC’s custody will be deducted from this total sentence.   
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In addition, the Chamber mentioned that a life sentence would be inappropriate in 

the present case, given that Rule 145(3) requires this sentence to be "justified by the 

extreme gravity of the crime and the individual circumstances of the convicted 

person, as evidenced by the existence of one or more aggravating circumstances".  

The Chamber concluded that a whole life term would be inappropriate as it had not 

found any aggravating factors in this case. Nevertheless, the Chamber stressed that 

the crimes of conscripting and enlisting children under the age of fifteen and using 

them to participate actively in hostilities are undoubtedly "very serious crimes that 

affect the international community as a whole."  

 

For more information see inter alia the ICC press release of 10 July 2012: 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/pr824 

and http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/doc/doc1438370.pdf 

 

(Marike Lefevre) 

 

ICC issues arrest warrants for two rebel leaders suspected of committing war 

crimes in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 

Following the request of the International Criminal Court prosecutor, Pre-Trial 

Chamber II of the ICC issued two arrest warrants on 13 July 2012 for alleged war 

crimes committed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The first warrant 

of arrest was issued against Sylvestre Mudacumura, the commander-in-chief of the 

Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), a Rwandan rebel group.  

The second warrant of arrest was issued against Bosco Ntaganda, the head of a 

Congolese rebel group and one of the top commanders in the militia led by the 

Congolese warlord Lubanga Dyilo, who was sentenced to fourteen years of 

imprisonment in July by the ICC for crimes in the DRC.  

According to article 58 (1) of the Statute, to issue an arrest warrant the Chamber 

needs to find that there are reasonable grounds to believe that person committed a 

crime within the jurisdiction of the Court.   

 

According to the arrest warrant of Mr. Mudacumura, the Chamber did not find that 

there are reasonable grounds to believe that crimes against humanity were 

committed by the FDLR in the period between 20 January 2009 to the end of 

September 2010 in the context of the conflict in the Kivus in eastern DRC.  
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Nevertheless, the Chamber did find that there are reasonable grounds to believe that 

Mr. Mudacumura committed war crimes in these circumstances.  

 

The Court considers that he allegedly bears responsibility for nine counts of war 

crimes, consisting of attacking civilians, murder, mutilation, cruel treatment, rape, 

torture, destruction of property, pillaging and outrages against personal 

dignity.   Furthermore, in accordance with the warrant of arrest, Mr. Mudacumura 

has supposedly engaged his individual criminal responsibility under article 25(3)(b) 

of the Rome Statute as he allegedly ordered and induced the commission of these 

nine counts of war crimes. 

 

In the case of Mr. Ntaganda, the ICC had already issued an arrest warrant six years 

ago for three counts of war crimes allegedly committed against civilians in the Ituri 

region from 2002 to 2003. The crimes consisted of the enlistment of children under 

the age of 15, conscription of children under the age of 15, and using these children to 

participate actively in hostilities. Noteworthy is the fact that Mr. Ntaganda was one 

of the top commanders in the militia led by Congolese warlord Thomas Lubanga 

Dyilo, who was convicted in March by the ICC for crimes in the DRC.  

 

The second arrest warrant is an extension of the previous one in which the Court 

considered that there are reasonable grounds to believe that Mr. Ntaganda is 

responsible for three counts of crimes against humanity, consisting of murder, rape 

and sexual slavery, and persecution. Moreover, the Chamber believes that he has 

allegedly engaged his individual criminal responsibility under article 25(3)(a) of the 

Statute for four counts of war crimes consisting of murder, attacks against the 

civilian population, rape and sexual slavery, and pillaging. 

 

In the view of the Court, both the arrest warrants of Mr. Mudacumura and Ntaganda 

are seen as a necessity to ensure that they will appear before the Judges and that they 

will not obstruct or endanger the investigation or the court proceedings, as well as to 

prevent them from continuing with the commission of a crime within the ICC’s 

jurisdiction.  

 

For more information see inter alia the ICC press releases of 13 July 2012: 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/exeres/979218B5-D907-479A-91B0-A72D6D804DF1.htm and 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/exeres/0C88E065-D493-40A3-83D6-8C7BD267D6F8.htm  

 

(Marike Lefevre) 
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Le Sénégal doit poursuivre M. Habré s’il n’est pas extradé 

 

La Cour internationale de Justice à la Haye a rendu un arrêt définitif et sans recours 

le 20 juillet 2012 dans l’affaire ‘Questions concernant l'obligation de poursuivre ou 

d'extrader (Belgique c. Sénégal)’. Elle a décidé par unanimité que "la République du 

Sénégal doit, sans autre délai, soumettre le cas de M. Hissène Habré à ses autorités 

compétentes pour l’exercice de l’action pénale, si elle ne l’extrade pas."  

 

M. Habré, qui présida la République du Tchad de 1982 à 1990, réside aujourd’hui à 

Dakar au Sénégal où il a reçu l’asile politique. Ces dernières années, un certain 

nombre de procédures ont été engagées à l’encontre de  l’ex-président devant 

différentes juridictions pour des violations de droits de l’homme commises durant 

son pouvoir. En 2005, suivant le principe de ‘aut dedere, aut judicare’ (extrader ou 

poursuivre) et celui de la juridiction universelle, un juge Belge avait lancé un mandat 

d’arrêt international contre M. Habré. Sur cette base, la Belgique avait à multiples 

reprises demandé l’ extradition de M. Habré, sans résultats. La Belgique initia alors 

en  2009 une procédure contre le Sénégal devant la Cour internationale de Justice. 

Elle l’accusa entre autre du non respect des obligations qui lui incombent sous la 

convention des Nations Unies contre la torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, 

inhumains ou dégradants. L’arrêt de la Cour donnant raison à la Belgique a réjouit 

les victimes et les organisations qui se battent contre l’impunité des crimes graves.  

 

Suite au jugement de la Cour, le gouvernement du Sénégal a tenu des négociations 

avec diverses associations et institutions dont l’Union Africaine (UA) qui ont mené le 

24 juillet à un accord. Ce dernier consiste à mettre en place un tribunal spécial doté 

de ‘chambres africaines extraordinaires’ au sein du système judiciaire sénégalais qui 

auraient pour mandat de poursuivre les responsables des crimes internationaux 

commis au Tchad entre 1982 et 1990. Ces chambres seraient présidées par des juges 

sénégalais et africains nommés par l’UA. Les instruments de ce tribunal doivent 

auparavant être approuvés par le parlement Sénégalais et l’UA, il est prévu que le 

tribunal soit opérationnel avant la fin de l’année 2012. 

 

Voir inter alia le communiqué de presse de la Cour Internationale de Justice du 20 

Juillet 2012 et  http://www.hrw.org/fr/news/2012/07/24/s-n-gal-un-accord-pour-le-proc-s-de-

habr. 

 

(Adélaïde Kanyange) 
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No agreement on conventional Arms Trade Treaty 

 

In the period from 2 to 27 July, the 193 UN Member States came together in New 

York to negotiate a conventional Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). This Conference on the 

Arms Trade Treaty is seen as the most important initiative ever concerning 

conventional arms regulation within the United Nations.  

 

The Conference came as a result of the fact that there exists no set of internationally 

agreed standards on trade in conventional weapons, which could ensure that arms 

are only transferred for appropriate use. There are some national and regional 

control measures and a few global instruments on arms transfers, but there is no real 

global framework regulating the international trade in all conventional arms. Many 

governments are concerned by the lack of globally agreed rules for all countries to 

guide their decisions on arms transfers. Therefore, the UN Members started 

negotiating an Arms Trade Treaty.  

 

A number of UN agencies, such as the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the 

UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) and Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 

asked for ‘a comprehensive arms trade treaty that requires States to assess the risk 

that serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law may 

be committed with weapons being transferred.’  

 

However, the Conference ended without agreement on a common treaty text that, 

according to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, would have set common standards to 

regulate the international trade in conventional arms. In his view, ‘the inability of the 

Conference to conclude its work on this much-awaited ATT, despite years of effort of 

Member States and civil society from many countries, is a setback.’ On the other 

hand, Ban Ki-moon also expressed the view that throughout this Conference there 

was already considerable common ground and states can build on the hard work 

that was done during these negotiations.  

 

For more information see inter alia: http://www.un.org/disarmament/ATT/  and 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42585&Cr=disarmament&Cr1= 

 

(Marike Lefevre) 
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La crise en Syrie 

 

La République arabe syrienne n’a pas échappé au courant de révoltes populaires, les 

manifestations contre le gouvernement y ont débuté le 15 mars 2011. La crise dans le 

pays présidé depuis juillet 2000 par Bachar el-Assad (qui a succédé à son père) 

perdure. La réaction du gouvernement à la révolte a consisté aussi bien de 

concessions pour remédier à certaines revendications et ainsi apaiser les 

manifestants, que de la répression armée des manifestations. L’opposition s’est 

organisée en août 2011, créant ainsi l’Armée Syrienne Libre et le Conseil National. La 

communauté internationale s’est appliquée à trouver une issue pacifique au conflit. 

Ainsi, des pays ont tenté aussi bien dans le cadre de relations diplomatiques 

bilatérales que dans celui des organisations internationales et régionales d’y mettre 

fin. 

 

Le Conseil de sécurité de l’ONU, dont la responsabilité principale consiste du 

maintien de la paix et de la sécurité internationale, n’est à ce jour pas parvenu à 

adopter une résolution syrienne contraignante. Ceci est principalement dû aux vétos 

(imposition ou menace d’-) de deux membres permanents, la Chine et la Russie. 

Ainsi, la dernière proposition en date soumise au vote le 4 février 2012, a encouru le 

même sort. Ces vétos sont motivés entre autres par le fait que les textes proposés sont 

jugés déséquilibrés (en faveur de l’opposition) et  que certaines mesures résulteraient 

en une ingérence étrangère qui violerait la souveraineté de la Syrie. 

 

L’Assemblée générale de l’ONU a adopté multiples résolutions condamnant la 

situation en Syrie et demandant l’arrêt de la violence armée. En outre, elle s’est alliée 

et a soutenu le plan d’action de la Ligue des États arabes dans un effort commun 

pour résoudre le conflit. Dans ce cadre, Koffi Annan avait jusqu’à récemment joué le 

rôle d’Envoyé spécial conjoint des deux organisations. L’ancien Secrétaire général de 

l’ONU représentait les Secrétaires généraux des deux organisations et devait œuvrer 

pour faire cesser la violence en Syrie. 

 

En conséquence, le Conseil de sécurité a adopté deux résolutions importantes qui 

soutiennent l’effort commun entre les deux organisations. Dans ces résolutions, il 

condamne les violations des droits de l’homme généralisées commises aussi bien par 

les autorités que par les groupes armés. Par ailleurs, il réaffirme son soutient à 

l’Envoyé spécial conjoint et demande l’implémentation de sa proposition en six 

points. Ainsi, dans la résolution 2042 (14 avril 2012) adoptée par unanimité, le 

Conseil  entreprend de mettre en place une Mission chargée de vérifier que toutes les 

parties cessent de se livrer à la violence armée. En attendant le déploiement de la 

Mission proprement dit, il autorise la mise en place d’une Mission préparatoire qui 

rendra compte du développement de la situation. C’est finalement dans la résolution 

2043 (21 avril 2012) que le Conseil crée La Mission de supervision (MISNUS) est pour 

une période initiale de 90 jours. Elle est mandatée de contrôler le respect de la 



cessation de la violence armée dans toutes ses formes par toutes les parties ainsi que 

de surveiller et d’appuyer l’application intégrale de la proposition en six points. En 

attendant la conclusion d’un accord sur le statut de la MISNUS, le modèle d’accord 

sur le statut des forces (A/45/594) s’applique. Le mandat de la Mission, vu les 

conditions de sécurité de plus en plus dangereuses, a été prolongé pour une dernière 

période de 30 jours dans la résolution 2059 (20 juillet 2012). Une nouvelle 

prolongation ne sera envisagée que dans l’éventualité qu’il soit mit fin à l’usage des 

armes lourdes et que le niveau de violence ait suffisamment diminué. Récemment, 

l’usage d’armes lourdes en Syrie a été condamné par une résolution de l’Assemblée 

générale adoptée le 3 août. 

 

Toujours dans le cadre de l’ONU,  le Conseil des Droits de l’homme, qui a pour but 

principal d’aborder des situations de violations de droits de l’homme et d’émettre 

des recommandations à leur encontre, s’est saisi de la crise en Syrie. Le Conseil a 

entre autre adopté une résolution en août 2011 pour la création de la Commission 

internationale indépendante d'enquête sur la Syrie.  La Commission a été chargée 

d'enquêter sur toutes les allégations de violations du droit international des droits de 

l'homme commises en République arabe syrienne depuis mars 2011. Elle doit par 

ailleurs établir les faits et circonstances de ces violations et des crimes perpétrés et, si 

possible, en identifier les responsables et faire en sorte que les auteurs des violations 

– notamment celles qui pourraient constituer des crimes contre l'humanité – 

répondent de leurs actes. Cette Commission rapporte périodiquement depuis sa 

création et les conclusions de ses rapports sont alarmantes. 

 

De surcroît, différentes organisations non-gouvernementales dont le CICR 

s’inquiètent de la situation en Syrie et particulièrement de celle des civils et des 

réfugiés. Le CICR avait auparavant désigné les villes de Homs, Hama et Idib comme 

des zones de combat considérant que des de guerres civiles localisées s’y déroulaient. 

En juillet, le CICR a constaté que le conflit syrien avait évolué en un conflit armé non-

international avec pour conséquence que les hostilités qui s’y produisent sont 

soumises aux règles du Droit International Humanitaire. Jusqu’à présent, les efforts 

de la communauté internationale n’ont pas abouti à l’objectif de mettre fin à la crise 

en Syrie. 

 

Pour plus d’informations, consultez inter alia  

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2012/sc10536.doc.htm , 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42624&Cr=Syria&Cr1= , 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18849362 , 

http://www.icrc.org/fre/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-

17.htm ; Conseil de sécurité: S/RES/2042 (2012), S/RES/2043 (2012), S/RES/2059 (2012)  

et S/2012/77l (2012) ; Assemblée générale : A/RES/66/176, A/RES/66/253, résolution 

condamnant l’usage d’armes lourdes pas encore publiée au moment de la rédaction ;  

 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/sc10536.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42624&Cr=Syria&Cr1=
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18849362
http://www.icrc.org/fre/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-17.htm
http://www.icrc.org/fre/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-17.htm


Conseil des Droits de l’homme A/HRC/S-17/1. 

 

(Adélaïde Kanyange) 
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