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LAWFAS Availability
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LAWFAS is available for:

AUS AUT CHE FIN IRL NZL SWE

7 NNN PfP Countries

NATO Countries



LAWFAS – You can find us @

NATO Unclassified Releasable for PfP

https://lawfas.hq.nato.int/SitePages/Home.aspx


LAWFAS – What is it?

• Is a web portal, based on SharePoint, that creates a connected and 
interactive community of NATO and national legal offices to support, 
facilitate and improve legal support for the Alliance in its operations and 
activities;

• LAWFAS has become the only legal tool at the International, 
Operational and Managerial branches

• Supported and maintained by a team of two people – an international 
lawyer and a SharePoint Administrator;

• Provides the only organized searchable repository of legally significant 
NATO documents (5,000+ and growing); and

• Transforming the provision and support of NATO legal advice.

• Number of users:

• Unclassified Network: 850

• NATO Secret Network: 205
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Number of pages view – April 2019
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9,906



LAWFAS – The Three Pillars
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The goal of LAWFAS is to capture relevant documents, 

facilitate document researches and ensure an easy 

access to all relevant information NATO-wide, as a 

Repository

LAWFAS is an interactive tool, which provides legal support to 

NATO and Member States and Universities, acts as a Paralegal 

On-Line Service

Legal Clinic with the universities (Roma Tre and Paris Pantheon

Sorbonne) and research institutions on topics of interest
• Autonomous Weapons and Humanitarian Access in Non-International 

Armed Conflicts (2018 Roma Tre)

• Detention in NIAC and Updated Commentaries to the 1949 

Conventions (I) and (II) (2019 Roma Tre)

• Theory of Implied Powers in International Organizations and 

Subsidiary Organs in NATO Operations and Missions (2019 Paris)



Central Repository of International Agreements (CRIA)
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• The HQ SACT and SHAPE Legal Offices are the two repositories of 

international agreements signed by, or on behalf of, HQ SACT, SHAPE, or 

any constituent element (Bi-SC Directive 15-003 Preparation and Control of 

International Agreements)

• The Office of the ACO/SHAPE Legal Advisor is currently the custodian 

of the original versions of international agreements which are in force.

• These documents are stored in CRIA and in LAWFAS



Central Repository of International Agreements (CRIA)
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• The Central Repository of International Agreements (CRIA) is located inside 

the NATO ACO Office of Legal Affairs and LAWFAS Team is responsible for 

this service.

• Keep the hard copies of all International Agreements between SHAPE 

and nations

• Maintain a digital service of all of these documents

• In CRIA you may find the following documents:

• MOUs, MOAs, TAs, NOJs, NOAs, MWAs, EOLs, etc.

• Preparing and providing certified true copies

is also a task for LAWFAS Team



LAWFAS – RAP

• LAWFAS is part of the NATO Readiness Action Plan (RAP) and 

considered as a Minimum Military Requirement (MMR);

• LAWFAS is providing support to NATO Force Integration Units (NFIUs), 

the Multinational Corps North-East (MNC-NE) and the Multinational Division 

South-East (MND-SE);

• This new concept have led to the creation of new NATO 

Legal Offices and, consequently, the number of users have

been increased;

• Concerning RAP, LAWFAS has been gathering all 

policy documents;

• Due to the restricted classification of the policy, most 

of these documents are available on the NATO Secret
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• The Legal architecture of the RAP comprises more than 2000

legal acts concluded by RAIO in order to enable SACEURs Area

of Responsibility for the movement of troops.

LAWFAS – RAP

Architecture includes:

• SA (Supplementary Agreements)

to Paris Protocol (1952)

• HNS (Host Nation Support) MOUs 

(Memorandum of Understanding)

• VJTF (Very High Readiness Joint Task Forces)

TAs (Technical Arrangements)

• New HQs founding documents

• Notes of Accession

• Statements of intent

LAWFAS supports the RAIO in storing all the documentation



LAWFAS – Home Page
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• How the home page is organized…



LAWFAS – You can find there…
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• Libraries:

– Hybrid Warfare

– Conferences and Courses

– Legal Gazette and Ops Newsletter

– RAP – Readiness Action Plan

• Lists

– Useful Links

• LAWFAS Selection

• International Organizations

• National Repositories

• Research Institutions and 

Journals

• International Databases

• Calendar Events

• Documents:

– Treaties: North Atlantic Treaty, NATO 

SOFA, Paris Protocol…

– Agreements: HNS, MOUs, SAs, 

Garrison Support Arrangements 

(GSAs), Base Support  Arrangements 

(BSA)

– Directives: ACO, ACT, Bi-SC Directive

– Standing Operations Procedures 

(SOPs)

– Policies

– STANAGs

• Workspaces:

– EU-NATO

– Protection of Civilians

– Refugee Crisis

– Gender Workspace

– Roma Tre – Legal Clinic



LAWFAS – You can find there…
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LAWFAS – You can find there…
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LAWFAS – Calendar Events

LAWFAS Home page provides a 

significant amount of important 

information to the users

• The“Calendar Events” advertises 

upcoming conferences, courses, 

workshops and other events of 

interest
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LAWFAS – Request for Info (RFI)

• If you are looking for information which is not yet offered on LAWFAS, please do not hesitate to create a 

request for info

• The lawyers specialized in NATO matters will provide you a feedback.

• You can follow up your requests by using My Requests. Your requests are handled privately and are not 

visible by other users.

• In addition you can always email or call us

• Jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int – +3265446354; 254-6354; +32491726800

• Borja.montestoscano@shape.nato.int – +3265447599; 254-7599

mailto:Jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int
mailto:Borja.montestoscano@shape.nato.int
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• ACCESS TO LAWFAS NATO Secret Network

LAWFAS – NATO Secret

• If you are member of a NATO Country, you have a NATO Security Clearance

and you have a NATO Secret account

• You can have access to LAWFAS

• Contact LAWFAS Administrator

• Jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int

request for access

• Per our request, NATO Office Security (NOS) can also create an account

for users who do not belong to NATO HQ (Minerva Domain) or to SHAPE 

(AIS Domain)

• For these requests is necessary a copy of your security clearance

and some paperwork signed

• Once the access is granted or the account is created, go to:

• https://lawfas.hq.nato.int

• Once there, choose:

• NATO Command Structure (AIS),

for SHAPE

• NATO HQ (MINERVA or Athena

(N950) account), for NATO HQ

mailto:Jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int
https://lawfas.hq.nato.int/


LAWFAS –Unclassified Network

• ACCESS TO LAWFAS Unclassified Network & Commercial Internet
– Do you have an official email address? 

If yes, I kindly ask you to go to:

• https://lawfas.hq.nato.int
– Choose the first option:

• Register yourself to get access to the portal

– Fill in all the mandatory fields

• Click on “Register”

• Your account will be created soon
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LAWFAS – Unclassified Network
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• Wherever you are...

All LAWFAS users can access the information (Basic Legal Documents, Agreements,

Policies, Directives, Current NATO Topics, etc.), anywhere, anytime, by using  commercial internet.

LAWFAS, is a legal platform sponsored by the ACO Office of Legal Affairs

that assists, facilitates and improves legal support for NATO in its operations and activities.

Do not hesitate to join us in order to explore further issues in our functionality

• With different devices...

• WHERE CAN YOU HAVE ACCESS? (LAWFAS Unclassified)

NOTE: ONLY UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON LAWFAS UNCLASSIFIED

• As soon as you have internet connection

• Wifi

• Data (3G or 4G)

• Cable

• Upcoming APP



LAWFAS – Do not forget!
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ISSUES CLARIFICATIONS

To request an account LAWFAS account can ONLY be created with an 

official email adress (INT; MOD; PT; CZ; EDU etc.)

Senior Legal Name Is the name of your supervisor/chief;

In case you hold that position, write your name;

End of tour/duty Date when your mission will be completed

The system sends an email for 

the users whose accounts are 

almost expired

Please take these

emails in consi-

deration, other-

wise your ac-

count will be

disable and

your access

will be denied



LAWFAS Privacy Notice

• When you request an account (NATO Unclassified Network 
and Commercial Network)

– LAWFAS administrator will receive your request

– After that, a message will be sent for you, with the:

• “LAWFAS Privacy Notice Consent”

– If you agree with the “LAWFAS Privacy Notice”, please do not forget 
to answer that message by mail

– Only after your consent, your account can be created.
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LAWFAS – On-line
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last name.first name
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https://lawfas.hq.nato.int/


LAWFAS – Contacts
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For LAWFAS support, please contact:

Mr. José Maria da Silva Miguel

Administration & Tech Support

Tel.: +32 (0) 65 44 63 54

DSN: 254 – 63 54

Mobile: +32 (0) 491 726 800

Email: jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int

Email: jmsmiguel@gmail.com

Mr. Borja Montes Toscano

Content Manager

Tel.: +32 (0) 65 44 75 99

DSN: 254 – 75 99

Email: borja.montestocano@shape.nato.int

@ SHAPE – ACO Office of Legal Affairs

Av. Londres – Bldg 101 – Room K207

7010 SHAPE – Belgium

mailto:jose.dasilvamiguel@shape.nato.int
mailto:jmsmiguel@gmail.com
mailto:borja.montestocano@shape.nato.int
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Join and Explore…

with a simple click!
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